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1
CALL INTERCEPTION AT A BASE STATION

This application claims the benefit, under 35 U.S.C. §365
of International Application PCT/FR2008/050373, filed Mar.
5,2008, which was published in accordance with PCT Article
21(2) on Oct. 2, 2008 in French and which claims the benefit
of French patent application No. 0753873, filed Mar. 16,2007
and French patent application No. 0757663, filed Sep. 19,
2007.

SCOPE OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the domain of telecommu-
nications.

The present invention relates more particularly to a base
and a communication method between a portable communi-
cation device and a base, for the activation or non-activation
of a functionality within the base.

PRIOR ART

Within the context of domestic wireless telephony, for
example the ETSI DECT (Digital Enhanced Cordless Tele-
communications) standard, a base is connected to one or more
handsets. The base is also connected to a telephone network.

The Generic Access Profile (GAP) is defined in DECT.
GAP is the basic DECT profile and is applied to the bases and
DECT handsets. GAP defines a minimum and mandatory set
of technical constraints between a DECT GAP base and a
DECT GAP handset. This profile has been established by
ETSI (European Telecommunications Standards Institute) as
an important part of a set of DECT profiles. Each DECT
compatible device must support one or more profiles to be
functional.

The GAP set consists in a series of instructions to register
(or unregister) handsets and make telephone calls. Additional
functionalities, such as for example the identification of the
number of the caller, an integrated voice mail or the program-
ming of the base, are not part of this GAP set and are not
subject to standardisation.

The purpose of GAP is to provide the interoperability
between bases and handsets of different manufacturers, but
GARP only covers very basic functionalities.

For example, the access to the integrated voice mail system
in the base from a handset is not standardised. There are major
problems of compatibility between handsets and bases from
different manufacturers. The integrated voice mail function-
ality in a base of a manufacturer F1 will not be able to be
accessed from a handset of a manufacturer F2.

Moreover, with the devices of the prior art, when a new
functionality must be implemented, a new specific software
must be developed for the handset.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The technical problem that the present invention proposes
to resolve consists in enabling a handset to have access to
functionalities present on a base, even if the handset and the
base are not from the same manufacturer and even if these
functionalities are not standardised in the GAP profile.

By introducing the interception of calls at the level of the
base, it is possible to enter a particular mode by “fooling” the
handset into believing that it is connected to the exterior (or
not) and to enter the voice and/or textual guide at the level of
the base. This operation is realised by means of the caller
identification functionality: the base recognises the destina-
tion of the call and can thus intercept this call. This allows the
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2

handset to be given access to all the functionalities present at
the level of the base, even if the handset is not aware of the
existence of these functionalities. This also enables the hand-
sets of other manufacturers to be used.

Preferably, the interception of calls at the level of the base
is realised by using a pre-dialling mode, which enables “false
triggers” to be avoided.

The present invention concerns, in its most widely
accepted sense, a base, able to communicate with a portable
communication device and to be connected to a communica-
tion network, characterized in that it comprises:

means for receiving a number from a portable communi-
cation device,

means for selecting among the following possibilities,
according to the value of said number:

a) if said number corresponds to a predetermined code:
1) activation of a functionality at the level of the base,

or

ii) establishment of a new configuration of the base, or
iii) consultation of information on the base, or

b) a call or data transmission to a communication net-
work is set up if said number does not correspond to a
predetermined code.
Preferably, the base does not off-hook, no call is set up and
no data is transmitted to an external communication network
if said number corresponds to a predetermined code.
According to an embodiment, said functionality is the
voice mail.
Advantageously, said base comprises means for receiving
commands related to said functionality from said portable
communication device and means for executing these com-
mands.
Preferably, said base further comprises means for setting
up a connection between the portable communication device
and the communication network.
The present invention also relates to a communication
method, comprising the following steps:
a) setting up of a connection between a base and a commu-
nication device, characterized in that it further com-
prises the following steps:
b) the base waits for a period of T, milliseconds to receive
a number from said communication device,
c¢) the base examines the received number, selects from
among the following possibilities:
if the number corresponds to a predetermined code:
1) activation of a functionality, or
ii) establishment of a new configuration of the base, or
iii) consultation of information on the base, or

a call or data transmission to a communication network
is set up if said number does not correspond to a
predetermined code.

Preferably:

1. the base does not off-hook and the number is not sent to
a telephone network if the number corresponds to a predeter-
mined code, and/or

ii. the base off-hooks and the number is sent to a telephone
network if the number does not correspond to a predeter-
mined code.

According to an embodiment, said functionality is the
voice mail.

According to a particular implementation, T.can be com-
prised between 285 ms and 315 ms. This value can vary
according to the applications.

Advantageously, said communication method further
comprises, if the number corresponds to a predetermined
code, a step of transmitting at least one command of the
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portable communication device to the base as well as a step of
executing these commands at the level of the base.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood from the following
description of an embodiment of the invention provided as an
example by referring to the annexed figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates an item of portable equipment (EP) or
handset,

FIG. 2 illustrates a base or access point PA,

FIG. 3 shows an access point architecture (PA-base) <->
portable equipment (EP-handset) architecture, and

FIG. 4 illustrates the process, as a function of time, com-
prising the following steps: dialling a number at the level of
the portable equipment (EP), transmitting this number to the
access point (PA) and activating or not activating a function-
ality by the access point (PA).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

An item of portable equipment (EP) or handset is linked by
means of a wireless communication means to a base or access
point (PA) that can communicate over a telephone network.

The portable equipment EP (10), shown in FIG. 1, is com-
prised in part by the following elements and functionalities:

a set of input/output peripheral devices (11): display, key-

board, loudspeaker,

a processor (12),

a non-volatile memory (13) containing the code and the

software data ensuring the operation of the equipment,
avolatile memory (14) containing data that is “variable” in
time,

a wireless link (15) for the connection to a base,

an accumulator block (16) ensuring the power supply of the

equipment.

The base (or access point PA) 20 shown in FIG. 2 is partly
constituted by the following elements and functionalities:

a processor (22),

a non-volatile memory (23) containing the code and the

software data ensuring the operation of the base,
avolatile memory (24) containing data that is “variable” in
time,

a wireless link (25) for the connection to a handset,

an accumulator block (26) ensuring the power supply of the

equipment, and

a wired link (27) for the access to a telephone network.

The general architecture of the system, shown in FIG. 3, is
composed of the following elements:

an item of portable equipment EP (10) connected via a

wireless link, to

a base 20, itself linked to a telephone network 30.

The link between the base 20 and the item of portable
equipment EP 10 can for example be of the DECT, Wi-Fi or
Bluetooth type.

Hereafter, a description of the invention will be made
within the context of the voice mail. It is understood that the
present invention can be applied to any functionality on a base
and not only the voice mail.

Within the context of the present invention, the portable
equipment sends the access point a predetermined code,
which is recognised by the access point and which triggers, at
the level of the access point, the launch of the voice mail
functionality. It is for example possible to pre-dial ** fol-
lowed by the dial button on the item of portable equipment.
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The access point triggers a remote access mode without dial-
ling and without requesting an access code.

Hence, an item of portable equipment can consult voice
messages and record a voice announcement on the access
point, without it being necessary to develop a specific soft-
ware application for the item of portable equipment. Any item
of GAP compatible DECT portable equipment from any
manufacturer can operate with the voice mail of the access
point. The item of portable equipment can for example inter-
act with the voice mail of the access point by means of a voice
guide, which, played on the earpiece or the loudspeaker of the
item of portable equipment, will provide the user with
instructions for using the voice mail. The latter can then press
the keys of the item of portable equipment to access the
different functions of the voice mail: playing messages, eras-
ing messages, recording an announcement, etc.

Table 1 shows an example of functions of the voice mail to
which the user has access by using the keypad of the item of
portable equipment.

TABLE 1

DTMF code Operation

* Enter the remote access mode/

Return to the main menu

Listen to the new messages

Listen to the old messages

Record an announcement message

Go to the previous message

when listening to messages

Pause when listening to messages

Go to the next message when

listening to messages

Modify the answer mode

9 Erase one or more messages accord-
ing to the position in the menu

0 Modify the access code remotely

Bowro o~

[NV

~

Every GAP compatible handset has a pre-dialling func-
tionality that enables a number to be dialled without off-
hooking.

Inthe case of pre-dialling, the communication between the
base (access point) and the handset (portable equipment) is
set up as follows:

1) a connection is set up between the handset and the base,

2) the handset sends the base a pre-dialled number,

3) the number is extracted by the base and the base off-

hooks,

4) the base waits for the tone, and

5) the base sends the number to the telephone network.

In order to enable the base to recognize the code that will
activate the voice mail, or any other functionality present on
the base, the software of the base must enter into a different
operation from the operation described above.

Once the connection is set up between the handset and the
base, the base enters the following operating mode:

1) waiting for a period of T, milliseconds, for example 300

ms, to receive the number

2) examination of the number received and selection

among the following possibilities:

a) If the number corresponds to a predetermined code,
the base activates the voice mail (or another function-
ality). The base does not off-hook and the number is
not sent to the telephone network

b) If the number does not correspond to a predetermined
code, the base does not activate the voice mail (or the
functionality that corresponds to the predetermined
code). The base off-hooks and the number is sent to
the telephone network.
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If the received code corresponds to a predetermined code,
it is also possible to set up a new configuration of the base or
else carry out an information consultation operation on the
base, instead of activating a functionality.

The setting up of a new configuration of the base can be
followed, or not, by an acknowledgement. This acknowledge-
ment can be visual or audible, on the base or on the handset.

The consultation of information on the base can also be
followed, or not, by an acknowledgement, visual or audible,
on the base or on the handset.

FIG. 4 illustrates the process, as a function of time, com-
prising the following steps: dialling of a number at the level of
the handset, transmitting this number to the base and activat-
ing or not activating a functionality by the base.

In FIG. 4:

T, designates the time at which the communication set-up

request is transmitted to the base, with a number.

T, designated the time at which the connection between the
handset and the base is set up.

The number is transmitted to the base shortly after the
connection is set up.

For T, milliseconds, the base waits then analyses the num-

ber sent by the handset.

At time T,: after T, milliseconds, the base decides to
activate the voice guide of the voice mail on the handset
if the number received corresponds to a predetermined
code or else sends the number to the telephone network
if the received number does not correspond to a prede-
termined code.

Hence, the voice guide of the voice mail is only played on
the handset in the case where the number received corre-
sponds to a predetermined code.

In a particular implementation, if the number is sent before
or after a period of time dedicated to the analysis of the
number, the code may not be recognised. Consequently, the
voice mail, or the other functionality, will not be activated at
the level of the handset.

In the case where the number is recognised, the handset
continues to send data to the base and this data received by the
base is considered as a command at the level of the base,
which executes it.

During the execution of a functionality, the base can be
available or else not be available to receive calls, according to
the implementation chosen. In the case of the voice mail, it
can be considered that only the “intercepted’”” handset is not
available to receive external calls at the time of the commu-
nication with the base.

The present invention applies to any functionality inte-
grated into the base, and not only to the voice mail. For
example, in Russia, to identify the number of the caller, it can
be necessary to modify the number of requests of the number,
the duration of this request, etc. It is possible to present each
configuration parameter by the unique number on this base.
To change, for example, the number of attempts, #0000#12 is
pre-dialled on the handset. Here, 0000 corresponds to the
access code to the base configuration. 1 corresponds to the
configuration parameter number 1—the number of attempts,
and 2 corresponds to its new value—number of attempts to
determine the number. This use enables the same handset to
be adapted in several countries without having to develop a
software application specific to each country for the handset.

In each country, the waiting time between the off-hooking
time and dialling is standardised. However, the base can be
behind a PABX and, in this case, the standardised waiting
time is not sufficient. For pre-dialling, the first figures are not
sent over the telephone network, as the PABX takes much
more time to set up the link with the network. To modify this
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waiting time, it will be considered that the waiting time before
dialling must be identified by the number 5. The waiting time
before dialling is 3 seconds and to establish the connection, it
must be changed to 4 seconds. For this, ##5#4# is pre-dialled
on the handset; the “off-hook™ key is pressed. This sequence
is transmitted to the base, intercepted and the waiting time
changes from 3 seconds to 4.

‘## corresponds to the configuration start sequence.

5 corresponds to the parameter number 5—the waiting

time before dialling.

# corresponds to the separator between the number of the

parameter and its value

4 corresponds to the waiting time—4 seconds

# Terminates the configuration sequence.

The invention is described in the preceding text as an
example. It is understood that those skilled in the art are
capable of producing variants of the invention without leav-
ing the scope of the patent.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a first wireless link configured to wirelessly communicate

with a portable communication device;

a second wireless link configured to connect to an external

communication network;

a memory;

at least one processor to:

detect, via said first wireless link, a dialed number from

said portable communication device;

identify whether said dialed number corresponds to a pre-

determined number stored in the memory;
change a configuration of said apparatus, said configura-
tion being associated with the predetermined number,
when the dialed number corresponds to said predeter-
mined number, such that a behavior of the apparatus
corresponding to the configuration is changed; and

setup a call or data transmission over the external commu-
nication network using said second wireless link, when
said dialed number does not correspond to said prede-
termined number stored in said memory.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one processor is further configured to prevent off-hook such
that no call is set up and no data is transmitted to the external
communication network, if said dialed number corresponds
to said predetermined number stored in said memory.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said behav-
ior comprises off-hooking and dialing.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, said behavior com-
prises identifying a number of a caller.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the proces-
sor is further configured to set up a connection between the
portable communication device and the external communi-
cation network.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein to change
the configuration the at least one processor is configured to
send information associated with the apparatus.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said appa-
ratus and said portable communication device are compliant
with ETSI (European Telecommunications Standards Insti-
tute) DECT (Digital Enhanced Cordless Telecommunica-
tions) standard.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the first
wireless link is configured to communicate wirelessly in
accordance with DECT (Digital Enhanced Cordless Tele-
communications), WiFi or Bluetooth.

9. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising,
if the dialed number corresponds to the predetermined num-
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ber, receiving, via said first wireless link, at least one com-
mand of the portable communication device and executing
the at least one command.
10. A communication method, the method comprising:
setting up, by a base station, a connection, using a first
wireless link, between said base station and a portable
communication device;
detecting, by the base station, a dialed number from said
portable communication device;
identifying, by the base station, whether said dialed num-
ber corresponds to a predetermined number stored in the
base station;
changing, by the base station, a configuration of the base
station, said configuration being associated with the pre-
determined number, when the dialed number corre-
sponds to said predetermined number, such that a behav-
ior of the base station corresponding to the configuration
is changed; and
setting up, by the base station, a call or data transmission
over an external communication network using a second
wireless link, if the dialed number does not correspond
to the predetermined number stored in said base station.
11. The communication method according to claim 10,
further comprising:
precluding, by the base station, execution of an off-hook
such that the dialed number is not sent to said external
communication network, if the dialed number corre-
sponds to a predetermined code stored in said base sta-
tion.
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12. The communication method according to claim 10,
wherein the behavior comprises off-hooking and dialing.

13. The communication method according to claim 10,
further comprising, if the dialed number corresponds to the
predetermined number stored in said base station, receiving,
by the base station via said first wireless link, at least one
command of the portable communication device and execut-
ing the at least one command in the base station.

14. The communication method according to claim 10,
wherein the first wireless link is configured to communicate
wirelessly in accordance with DECT (Digital Enhanced
Cordless Telecommunications), WiFi or Bluetooth.

15. The method according to claim 10, wherein said behav-
ior comprises identifying a number of a caller.

16. The method according to claim 10, further comprising
setting up a connection between the portable communication
device and the external communication network.

17. The method according to claim 10, wherein changing
the configuration further comprises sending information
associated with the base station.

18. The method according to claim 10, wherein said base
station and said portable communication device are compli-
ant with ETSI (European Telecommunications Standards
Institute) DECT (Digital Enhanced Cordless Telecommuni-
cations) standard.



